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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Dear Friends of Tenley,

A S S PR I NG A PPROAC H E S ,  I  WA N T E D T O G I V E YOU A N OVERVIEW 
of the many opportunities Tenley, working with Youth Service International, will be 
offering this summer.

For those entering High School, we will offer a program called, quite appropriately, High 
School & Beyond. It is designed to help students make the most of their high school years 
and maximize their college opportunities. The program makes use of a well-crafted 
curriculum combining lectures, readings, discussions, and sports. The program challenges 
students to think critically and to establish goals and pursue them energetically.

Like all other Tenley Programs, High School & Beyond also emphasizes the need to grow 
in character at the same time as one develops one’s intellectual life. It promotes the idea 
that one’s high school career should be seen not only as an opportunity to pursue self-
development, but also, and more importantly, as an opportunity to learn to put one’s talents 
at the service of others.

For those with one year of High School under their belt, we offer the Practical Leadership 
Seminar. The overall goals of the program are to give students a greater awareness of the 
challenges facing their local and national community and to inspire them to exercise 
leadership in their daily life.

The program includes talks and discussions on leadership virtues. Participants will also have 
the opportunity to speak one-on-one with a staff member about ways to exercise leadership 
in their everyday environment in the upcoming year.

The Peru Service Project, for those who will be Juniors in the Fall, helps participants put into 
practice what they have learned here at Tenley and the summer programs mentioned above. 
While in Peru students, working with a local parish priest, teach catechism and help repair 
small village churches.

For those wanting to volunteer locally, the Leadership Camp in Pennsylvania is a great 
opportunity to do so. Counselors are chosen from among rising Seniors in High School and 
college students.

One last program Tenley offers, also for rising Seniors in High School and entering college 
freshmen, is the Philosophy and Ethics Seminars. In addition to morning classes on the 
Nicomachean Ethics, students also discuss each afternoon the subject of relativism. After 
an initial lecture, the remainder of the class time is devoted to discussion and debate as a 
way to help the students learn how to recognize and critique relativistic claims which are 
commonly made in the media, in public policy, and in the university. As a result, students 
will be much better intellectually prepared to begin their college career.

Once again, I am truly grateful for your continued support.
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T H I S PA S T C H R I S T M A S BR E A K ,  T H I RT E E N 
guys and myself embarked on a cold, tiring, but fun-
filled trip to New York and Vermont. This adventure 

was led by all the Tenley legends including Joe Cardenas, Lucas 
Lopes, Ricky Ybarra, Mike Cheely, and Pablo Mazariegos.

On December 26, we all met at Tenley for a family Mass 
around 8:30 am… which was actually tough for all of us, I 
should say, considering that the day before was Christmas 
day! After Mass, we had a hearty breakfast, prepared by Lucas, 
made up of delicious Fruit Loops and other assorted cereals 
and warm, toasted bagels. We then loaded up our bags, the 
food, and ourselves in Big Bertha, the trusty Tenley van, and 
said a prayer that none of us would break our necks…  We 
were soon on our way.

The plan was to drive to New York which was 4 hours away, 
spend the night at another Opus Dei center, and arrive in 
Vermont the next day in the evening. You may have been on 
some long family road trips but, can you imagine fourteen 
restless boys in a van for four hours? I didn’t think so. These 
boys used up their time in any possible way including card 
games, the “would you rather”, “challenge”, “slanting”, reading, 
eating candy, sleeping, and many other forms of entertainment. 

We arrived in New York at around 2 pm after a lengthy 
and uneventful car ride. We first went to the Opus Dei 
headquarters in New York, Murray Hill Place, where we rested 
up, went to the bathroom, and had a simple McDonald’s lunch. 
We spent that afternoon touring New York’s big attractions 
including Grand Central Station, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and 
Rockefeller Center. While walking the famous streets, we saw 
amazing street performers, be it hip hop dancers or people 
painted as statues, as well as people selling fake Louis 

Vuitton and Gucci bags on the street. At one point, after we 
finished visiting all the planned attractions, Joe kindly gave 
us an hour of free time that everyone was very much looking 
forward to. Some guys, including myself, went to Times 
Square, while others visited Central Park and the Trump Hotel. 
Some even went to the famous Plaza Hotel which was in the 
old but ever legendary movie Home Alone 2. 

We spent that night in another center located on the peaceful 
outskirts of the city. Since Joe told us that we were going to be 
the only ones in the center that night, we arrived with much 
energy and loud voices. But little did we know that there were 
two other residents already asleep in the house until George 
Mehan and Jack Garvey inadvertently went knocking on 
their doors looking for pillows. The recently woken victim 
stormed out of his room and went to complain to Joe, who was 
understanding and apologetic about the situation. Imagine 
if a dozen boys came running without purpose through your 
house at 11pm while you were sleeping and claimed to be 
looking for pillows. George later quoted about the unfortunate 
situation, “I was only looking for pillows.”

BY SANTI BENDECK (HEIGHTS 2024)
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In the morning, we went to Mass at a local parish followed by 
breakfast and a clean-up of the house. We all packed the bags, 
food, and skis in Big Bertha and prepared to drive to Vermont, 
about a 6-hour drive. During the drive, we asked Pablo and Joe 
where we were staying and all they said was a small house with 

“a nice barn” next to it. Next, they told us we would be sleeping 
in the barn. We were all confused and a little worried about this 

“barn” but when we arrived it exceeded our expectations. The 
barn wasn’t the most inviting from the outside but the inside 
was very cozy with many beds and a fireplace. A former teacher 
of The Heights that most of the guys knew, JP Lechner, arrived 
from Boston with 13 more rowdy boys to fit into the barn. All 
I’ll say is that the barn was more than crowded for the next few 
days with 30 boys sleeping there. 

To start the day off, we had Mass in the tiniest chapel on earth, 
located on the second floor of the house. The size of the chapel 
helped heighten rather than decrease the focus and intensity 
of the Mass since the altar was so close. After Mass, we spent 
all day skiing in Vermont’s famous site: Killington. When we 
arrived, everyone was mesmerized by the huge mountains, 
whose peaks were impossible to see due to the mist. The guys 
got their gear on in the resort, divided into groups that were 
meant to stick together but later broke up, and went down the 
slopes. This day was very fruitful in improving our ski skills 
but also in building strong friendships with the guys. This trip 
brought along with it some peculiar nicknames for teachers 
and students alike including “Lopes on the slopes” for Lucas 
(pronunciation: Loh-ps on the slopes). Since Fr. Diego was 
going to accompany us on the trip but turned out to be sick a 
few days before, Fr. Joe Ruisanchez joined us midway through 
the trip. He, along with Joe Cardenas and Charlie Syski proved 
to be the best skiers, or snowboarders, on the trip. 

Before the trip, the guys had the option to either ski for one 
day and hike the next or ski both days, in which the latter 

was more popular. While the others went skiing again, Gus 
Gleason, Dominic Greving, Noah Schneider, Finn Rowan, and 
George Mehan and I stayed behind with Mike and JP Lechner, 
where, much to our relief, we didn’t go hiking. Rather, we 
played countless board games including poker and Confident, 
had a full-on airsoft war, and faced each other in a relentless 
game of basketball in a local gym. We were amidst a very 
fun but competitive game of shotgun charades when Mike 
received the call. Andrew Bailey had broken his neck. Well, 
let me clear this up a bit, thank God he didn’t break anything 
at the end… but it was pretty scary for a while. Andrew did 
have an injury and needed to be taken to the hospital by the 
more-than-willing-to-help Joe. While this was going on, 
everyone else was praying rosaries in the barn and Ricky kept 
updating us constantly on our friend. The next morning was 
quite chaotic because since that was the day we were supposed 
to head back home, we had a lot to do: clean up, pack up, and 
load up. Surprisingly, we were on our way home by 11 am and 
fully prepared for the 10-hour drive back. We all survived the 
drive, believe or not, despite the raging voices and music, tight 
spaces, and endless games of truth or dare involving Ian’s 
bloody toy hand (don’t ask). 

This adventurous trip not only was about visiting famous places 
and touring cities but also about building strong friendships 
and growing in virtue. Thanks to Mike’s trusty agenda, we 
were able to fit in times of prayer, Mass, and rosaries every day 
throughout the trip. It goes without saying, and I can speak for 
all the guys, that we had a great time … despite Andrew almost 
being incapacitated (he’s ok now, by the way). ★
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FRANK BYRNE  
(1929-2021)

T HI N K I NG BACK TO FR A N K BY R N E’ S PE R IOD OF S E RV IC E 
at the Tenley Study Center in the 1990’s, one can only imagine the fun the 
staff must have had. The camaraderie developed during interludes of hard 

work and lunch must have been delightful, with Frank’s wit and wisdom at the 
center. The team back then included Scotty Wright, Dick Kolf, and Joe Lenfant. Their 
generous spirit must have been contagious because they attracted more men to form 
the “Tenley Godfathers” which met for fellowship, coffee and doctrine classes. 

It is said that Frank had an encyclopedic mind, so before Siri and the internet 
arrived on the scene, Tenley had Frank -- with all the right answers. He is also 
remembered for his sense of humor and a deep commanding voice. Once during 
a mailing party, as Frank was labeling envelopes, he ran across one that was 
completely garbled. Not one to give up easily, he said, “If anyone can pronounce 
this, I’ll stick it on.”

Frank’s father was career Army, so it is no surprise that Frank went to VMI 
and enlisted for a three-year tour that included service during the Korean War. 
After returning to Washington, he met Marjorie, and they were married May 7, 
1955. By 1964 they had six kids, supported by Frank’s job as an accountant. He 
worked his way up to Vice President of the Prudential Building Association and 
managed the Spring Valley branch near American University in DC. 

When Frank’s oldest son Matthew enrolled at The Heights School, then situated 
at the Garrison Street facility, Frank was introduced to the subsequent Tenley 
Center. After he retired, he continued his profession as an accountant at Tenley. 
Frank was a member of St. Ann’s parish in Tenleytown, where he served as 
lector, renowned for his resonant deep-bass voice.

In 2003, Frank and Marj moved to Eagles Mere, Pennsylvania, intending to 
spend their remaining years there, but after several severe winters, they spent the 
harsher months with a daughter and family in North Carolina.  It was there that 
his beloved wife died in January of 2021. The deep loss of his companion for the 
past 65 years altered the focus of Frank’s last months: his desire was to be with 
her for eternity. He had spent the summer and fall of 2021 at Eagles Mere and 
was in the process of moving in with a daughter in the DC area when he fell ill 
and died suddenly at Suburban Hospital in Bethesda on November 17, 2021.  

Frank is survived by his six children: Catherine (George) Tobin, Libby (Christy) 
Hughes, Maggie (Nate) Byelick, Matt (Carlie) Byrne, Chris (Heather) Byrne, and 
Pat (Mary) Byrne; 23 grandchildren; and 25 great-grandchildren. ★

In Memoriam


