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D I REC TO R ’S N OTE
Dear Friends of Tenley,

director’s note

I

T ’ S BE E N A F E W MON T H S since I last wrote to you and a lot has been

happening here at Tenley.

The Senior Seminar, under the guidance of Cory Larkin and Tom Longano, has
been covering important topics in our current intellectual climate such as secular
humanism, relativism, and human rights. Before the end of the year, participants
will have a chance to discuss the immateriality of the soul and the importance and
significance of the institution of marriage.
Juniors have been addressing the college application process. Many have had a chance
to put into practice what they’ve learned by visiting colleges, preparing a college list,
and brainstorming for their college essay.
On Tuesdays, the sophomores participating in the Career Orientation Seminar have
had a chance to meet a great number of professionals including orthopedic surgeons,
computer coders, lawyers, and more. Some of the participants have also been able to
follow up with those professionals for on-site job visits and internships. Ricky Ybarra
and Mike Cheely continue to mentor the sophomores participating in this seminar.

Under the coordination of Lucas Lopes, the Freshman Seminar has approached
“big picture” topics such as “Leadership: Helping Others See What’s Possible” and,
“Freedom: the Power to Do the Good”. This has been a banner year in terms of the
number of participants.

Tenley Study Center
is dedicated to the
academic and character
development of men
of all ages. Its activities
encourage them to see
their studies, work and
family responsibilities
from the perspective
of character growth
and service to others.
The spiritual dimension
of Tenley’s activities is
entrusted to Opus Dei,
a personal prelature
of the Catholic Church.

Finally, as I mentioned in my previous letter, Club Garrison continues its great
success under the guidance of Lucas Lopes and Mike Cheely. As you will see in the
article inside, one of the participants, Daniel Rueda-Ramirez, writes about his Club
Garrison experience this year. Also in this newsletter, Hans Guenther tells us his
adventures in the Tenley Christmas trip this past December. I hope you enjoy these
two eyewitness stories!
One last piece of news… as I write this letter, we are making our final preparations for
the UNIV Conference in Rome this Holy Week. There will be 22 seniors from Tenley
going to the conference. Four of them have submitted papers and will have a chance
to present them during the conference.
Once again, thank you so much for your continued financial support. We can only do
what we do because of your donations.
Sincerely,

Joe Cardenas, Executive Director
T E N L E Y S T U DY C E N T E R

4 3 0 0 G A R R I S O N S T R E E T, N W • W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 2 0 0 1 6 • 2 0 2 . 3 6 2 . 2 4 1 9 • T E N L E Y. O R G

THE
EXPERIENCE
BY DA N I E L R U E DA - R A M I R E Z I I ( H E I G H T S ‘ 2 3 )

E

V E R Y O T H E R W E E K , middle school students enrolled
in Club Garrison ride to the Tenley Study Center in a huge
fifteen passenger van nicknamed “Big Bertha” after
a famous World War I siege gun. Club Garrison is not a long
program (it is only about two and a half hours), but the activities
there satisfy a boy’s desire for adventure and quest for virtue.
This club allows for both memorable experiences with friends and
a time to enjoy life between school and homework.

At about 3:20, we depart the Heights for Tenley in “Big Bertha,”
talking and playing our favorite music along the way. Upon arrival,
we have an hour-long study hall, while Mr. Cheely and Mr. Lopes
pull some of us aside for mentoring. During mentoring we discuss
how we are living some goals to improve our areas of weakness and
grow in virtue. This is followed by a talk, usually about something
that will help us at school, in our personal lives, or in our relationship
with God. For example, we’ve had talks on the importance of good
friendships and on how a real man needs to develop willpower.
After the talk, we play many different games at Tenley such as flag
football, rubber band warfare, and building gingerbread houses,
but my favorite game of all was Siege Island. This is a game where
you have to stack up chairs to form a bridge and cross a fake moat
to seize control of an island delineated by cones in the middle of
a field. You then have to control the Island for a full two minutes
while the opposing team tries to invade it. If they manage to “kill”
everyone there, possession of the island is switched over to them,
and they are the ones who then have to protect it for the next two
minutes. To kill someone, all you have to do is pull their flag from
their belt, much like flag football. The defending team has only as
many lives as there are people on the island. The opposing team
has unlimited lives, or “respawns,” as we call it at Club Garrison.
Club Garrison is worthwhile because it allows for great experiences
and a time to enjoy life with friends. We learn about and grow
in virtues, play games, and prepare to face life’s challenges. Club
Garrison is very useful because it satisfies our desires to grow
morally, academically, physically, and spiritually. ★
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enjoyed a memorable
Chinese dinner and went to
bed eagerly looking forward
to our first day of skiing.

Tenley
Christmas
Trip
S
BY H A N S G U E N T H E R ( H E I G H T S ‘ 21 )

T I L L F R E S H F R O M T H E J O Y S of Christmas,

a group of fellow students and I gathered at the
doors of Tenley on December 26, eagerly anticipating
the thrills and adventures provided by Tenley’s annual
Christmas trip. After a prep talk by Joe Cardenas, we piled
into Tenley’s mini-van, the recently purchased Ford Transit
van also known as Big Bertha. The newly christened Big
Bertha was born from the sorrows of last year’s trip, during
which, as some may remember, the old van broke down
in Connecticut, stranding prospective skiers at a Ford
dealership for a few hours. Tenley purchased Big Bertha
as a replacement, and she faithfully carried the travelers
without mishap to and from Vermont this year.

The first stop was New York City where we scouted the streets
before visiting St. Patrick’s Cathedral and spent time in
front of the Blessed Sacrament. Upon leaving the Cathedral,
we split into four groups. Joe Cardenas went with some
students to relax at a nearby Starbucks. Another group tried
unsuccessfully to tour the NFL Headquarters but went to the
NBA store instead. A third, led by Lucas Lopez, power hiked to
the New York High Line. Mike Cheely accompanied the fourth
group down Fifth Avenue and Wall Street. Stops included the
New York Public library with its two Lions perched on the
steps. We also visited Murray Hill, the headquarters of Opus
Dei in America, where we attended a meditation and later ate
pizza on the top floor. After a long day, we headed out to the
suburbs of New York to spend the night.

We woke up at 5am hoping
to hit the slopes as soon
as possible. After Mass
and a hearty breakfast, we
drove the short distance
to Killington Ski Resort
where it was raining and
only one lift was open due
to high winds. Our hopes
of a phenomenal morning were temporarily shattered, but
we were not left hanging. In the afternoon most of the resort
reopened and amazing conditions served to brighten our
mood. Though we suffered some minor scrapes, all came
away exhausted but in one piece that day. Upon returning
to our residence, everyone showered and relaxed before
attending a meditation and enjoying a great dinner after
which we turned in for the night.
The next morning, some went once again to ski at Killington
and conditions were ideal. All except Max Beatty had an
amazing day on the slopes. Max unfortunately broke his
wrist towards the end of the day on his first attempt to
snowboard. After that, some of us settled down for the ride
to our lodging for the night, with many stories to tell. Others
stayed for an adventurous day of freezing temperatures
and icy winds as they hiked up one of Vermont’s beautiful
mountains. The trek was too much for most, and only JP and
a few others made it to the peak.
That evening, everyone shared their experiences and watched
the Notre Dame vs. Clemson football game. Ricky Ybarra
was excited and intent on securing a victory for Notre Dame,
but Notre Dame fell short. After a meditation and rosary,
we fell into our bunks one last time. The next morning, Fr.
Diego said Mass, we packed our belongings, said goodbye to
the Boston crew and piled into the vans. The way back to DC
was a time to catch up on the events of the last few days and
relax. Other than a broken wrist and a few minor injuries on
the slopes, everyone made it back safe and sound and all will
long remember their experience. ★

Following a good night’s rest and Mass in the morning, we
headed to Vermont. After several stops and long hours
relaxing in the van, we arrived at our destination and were
very excited to be joined by JP Lechner and some high school
students from Boston. After introducing ourselves, we
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FROM THE DESK OF PHIL WEHLE
My dear Friends,

I

N H I S D I R E C T O R ’ S N O T E , Joe Cardenas reports on the continuing great
success of the High School Seminar Series and Club Garrison and he points out
that none of this would be possible without the faithful support of so many of you.
Your financial sacrifices and prayers ensure that we can continue to meet the growing
interest in the many Tenley activities that are transforming the lives of so many young
men. Tenley’s highly successful programs complement, reinforce and supplement the
parents’ efforts, and more and more families are seeking the Center’s support. If you
are not yet a contributor, won’t you join us in this great endeavor so that Tenley can
continue to offer much-needed academic and character formation to young men in the
Washington area? Donations can be made by check, credit card or through PayPal on
our website at www.tenley.org. Please contact me at pwehle@tenley.org or by phone at
202.362.2419 if you have any questions, comments or suggestions. Tenley’s address is
4300 Garrison Street, NW, Washington, DC 20016.
Your contributions to the Tenley Study Center, a 501 (C) (3) corporation, are tax
deductible. If you wish to donate through the Combined Federal Campaign, the
number is 37306. Our United Way number is 8870. The Center’s federal tax
identification number is 52-1545933.
My very best wishes to you and your family,
Phil Wehle
Director, Tenley Association

FROM THE TENLE Y ST UDY C EN TER A RC H I VES
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HE ANNUAL SKI TRIP to
Vermont has been a popular

excursion throughout Tenley’s
fifty year history. The “Tenley Ski
Trip” article by Hans Guenther
tells us why. There are the usual
chills and spills, tricks that work
and some that don’t. There is
the occasional super storm and
stuck vehicle or breakdown. Long
after the adventure is over, with
warmth restored and equipment
put away, there remain the lift
tickets dangling from jacket zippers
(good for a year!), photos, and lots
of memories. These memories of
shared adventures are the stuff of
friendships that don’t melt away
with the season. ★
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