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Dear Friends of Tenley,

A

director’s note

s the academic year comes to close,
I would to bring you up to date on the events that
have taken place in the last few months here at the Tenley
Study Center and to inform you about some of our exciting
plans for this coming summer. In particular, I will briefly
describe the successful completion of our 2011-2012
High School Seminar Programs, the unforgettable UNIV
Conference in Rome, and lastly, our plans to restore Tenley’s
chapel to its former understated beauty.

As I mentioned in my previous letter, this academic year
we introduced new Junior and Senior seminars. The Junior
Seminar, Leaders of Men, led by Bill Dardis, was a great
success. The discussion-based seminar fostered camaraderie
as well as a deep understanding of what it means to be a true
man. Encouraged by what they have learned in the seminar,
many participants will be spending their summers in outreach
programs such as TAP and the Peru Service Project, both
sponsored by Tenley.
The Senior Seminar, Truth and Tolerance, led by Ryan
Williams and Kevin Kambo, also achieved its intended
goal: to equip the young men who participated in it with the
intellectual tools needed to combat the prevailing relativism
found in today’s culture. Our participants will be heading
to great colleges across the country including Notre Dame,
Princeton, the University of Dallas, and UVA. We wish them
our best as they embark in their university careers!
The Annual UNIV Conference in Rome was simply
outstanding. Phil Allen, Greg Hadley, James Herrick, and
Gabe Pereira, all participants of the Tenley Senior Seminar,
were the four representatives from the Washington DC area.
Besides having a chance to participate in the Holy Week
services and visit Rome’s great artistic sites, Phil and Greg
also presented academic papers on the topic of Beauty and
the Faith—a subject Benedict XVI has been stressing in his
writings and audiences. For the many of you who helped out
generously by providing scholarships for the conference,
I want to thank you personally for your magnanimity.

Lastly, I would like to let you know about our plan to renovate
Tenley’s oratory. When the oratory was built in the late 60’s,
care was taken to use suitable and durable materials such as
slate, marble, and hard woods. However, the passing of time,
the daily use by the many people who come to pray and find
solace, and the liturgical changes in the celebration of the
Eucharist, require that we restore the chapel to its original
beauty. We would also like to improve the oratory’s lighting
and sound system. We are now working with the architect
and contractor on a proposal to present to the board for final
approval. In the coming months we will seek your help in
making this plan a reality.
I would like to close this letter by once again thanking all
of you who donate regularly to the Tenley Study Center
to sustain and make possible the activities and programs
mentioned above. Over the years, hundreds of young men
have received a deep and true formation in virtue and
manliness that they have then passed on to their families,
schools, and communities. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Tenley Study Center

Joe Cardenas, Director
Tenley Study Center

“The discussion-based seminar
fostered camaraderie as well as
a deep understanding of what
it means to be a true man.“

is dedicated to the
academic and character
development of men
of all ages. Its activities
encourage them to see
their studies, work and
family responsibilities
from the perspective
of character growth
and service to others.
The spiritual dimension
of Tenley’s activities is
entrusted to Opus Dei,
a personal prelature
of the Catholic Church.
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UNI V 2012

By G r eg H a d l e y

O

univ 2012

nly in R o m e could you walk down the
street and see seven gelato shops in a block.
Only in Rome could you walk down the street
and be able to see buildings with such history
and breathtaking beauty. And only in Rome could you
turn the corner and see the magnificent dome of St. Peter’s.
There is no place with the majestic power of Rome, and
during Holy Week, this incredible place fills to the bursting
with faithful from all over the world. In my humble
opinion, it would be enough to visit Rome just to walk into
St. Peter’s. But to participate in an international conference,
where we could present a paper and listen to others from all
over the world, to see the Pope from six feet away, to attend
the Easter Vigil; all these things made our trip both utterly
unforgettable and profound.
Perhaps the oddest feeling of the entire trip was standing in
St. Peter’s square, less than twelve hours after our plane had
landed. We were there for Palm Sunday Mass, and thanks
to some good luck and early risers, we had gotten seats at
the very front. When the Pope drove up, we would be just
yards from him. The Popemobile emerged in the back of
the crowd, and although we stood on seats and strained
our eyes, we could not see him. Finally, after waiting and
waiting, he came into our sightline. We immediately surged
forward, held back only by the wooden barriers that lined
the aisle. People were shouting and waving and laughing.
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He waved, and every person there was sure that he waved
at them. The Holy Father said Mass, and we, standing as
close as we were able, were blessed just to be there, in the
presence of the Vicar of Christ.
On any trip abroad, there are generally ‘highlights’, points
when you feel as though you had a truly deep or meaningful
experience. Our trip was full of these moments. Certainly
any experience with the Pope counted, but we also were
able to tour the Scavi, the excavations under St. Peter’s,
where we saw the bones of St. Peter himself. We visited all
four of Rome’s basilicas, and we saw some of the most holy
relics the Church has, from the manger of Christ, to the
inscription placed over his head on the Cross, to the finger
of St. Thomas. All these holy objects overwhelmed us and
led us to reflect and pray more deeply. The magnificent
tabernacles, the glorious ceilings, and the fantastic works
of art were all amazing in and of themselves, but took on
new meaning when we realized that however great they
were, they were nothing compared to the simple bread-like
substance in a box. Our pilgrimage to Rome was one that
humbled us and reminded us of the Church’s glory as the
bride of Christ.
Speaking of humbling, I also presented a paper at the UNIV
Conference. As I am only in high school (not for long,
might I add) this was, admittedly, an intimidating project.
When I attended the morning session of the conference,
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Dear young people, present here today, this, in a particular
way, is your Day, wherever the Church is present throughout
the world. So I greet you with great affection! May Palm
Sunday be a day of decision for you, the deci-sion to say yes
to the Lord and to follow him all the way, the decision to
make his Passover, his death and resurrection, the very focus
of your Christian lives. It is the decision that leads to true joy,
as I reminded you in this year’s World Youth Day message.
— “Rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil 4:4). Pope Benedict XVI

I listened to a professor give a presentation on the beauty of
Latin. At the same time, other professors and scholars were
giving talks of their own about a vast array of subjects, with
the central theme of beauty. Compared to these learned
men, I was sure that my own efforts would seem feeble.
Thankfully, my presentation went smoothly. The audience
was attentive and asked questions. After putting in so much
hard work on a paper that was outside of my normal course
load, it was gratifying to see my efforts pay off. After my
own presentation, I went to several others given by students.
At each one, I was impressed by the polish of the speaker
and the mature themes of the papers. I also realized that the
talks given by the professors in the morning had definitely
affected each student presenting. Seeing the quality of the
professors’ presentations inspired us all to outdo ourselves
in our own speeches. It was a strange experience to have
people from Australia, the Philippines and England all
asking questions about some topic I had chosen to write
about. The collective pooling of knowledge was something
that could not be imitated or faked.

We saw some of the world’s most famous works of art. We
visited some of the holiest places in the world. We were
exposed to a culture different from our own. And yet it was
not the art, the architecture, even the culture that made the
trip so memorable. It was the opportunity we had to make
new friends from around the country and the globe, the
option to present a paper at an international conference,
and in doing so, interact with brilliant minds from around
the world, and the chance to meet the Pope and the Prelate
of Opus Dei and deepen our faith.
The four UNIV representatives from the Tenley Study
Center spent a memorable Holy Week in Rome. Clockwise
from the upper left: Phil Allen presents his paper on the
“Dialogue Between Modern Art and the Christian Faith”;
Greg Hadley presents his paper on “The Role of Art and
Literature In Finding Deeper Truth and Meaning”; Gabriel
Pereira prepares to take some photos of the Pope on Palm
Sunday; Phil Allen, Greg Hadley and James Herrick ponder
the beauty that is Rome.

Hundreds of bright young Catholic men came together to
discuss beauty, and it was the beautiful setting of Rome
that made it possible for the topic to be discussed on
such a profound level. I could go on for pages on all the
memorable experiences we had in Rome, and we were
there for merely a week.
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FROM THE DESK OF PHIL WEHLE

I

would like to thank all of our generous contributors. Your
faithful prayers and financial sacrifices underwrite the many life-changing
programs offered by your Center. Several of you provided a total of over $2,300 in
support of the young men from Tenley who participated in the UNIV Conference
in Rome during Holy Week. All of us at Tenley are most grateful.

We are seeking special contributions to fund this summer’s Peru Service Project.
Some 16 high school boys will spend three weeks in July supporting the families
of a small village in Peru. Your support will help us meet many of the expenses of
this most rewarding program.
As Joe mentions in his Director’s Note, renovations to Tenley’s oratory will begin
later this year and we will be seeking contributions for this most important and
long overdue undertaking.
To those of you who are not contributing to this great apostolic adventure which
is Tenley, I invite you to join us. Your contributions are tax deductible and will
pay dividends for years to come in the lives of those who pass through the Center.
For details on Tenley Center activities, please visit our website at www.tenley.org.
Our address is 4300 Garrison Street, NW, Washington, DC 20016.
Your contributions to the Tenley Study Center, a 501(c) (3) corporation, are tax
deductible. If you wish to donate through the Combined Federal Campaign,
the number is 37306.
Phil Wehle, Director

Tenley Association

FROM THE TENLEY STUDY C ENTER ARC HI VES
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u r e xc u r sio n s have

always played a vital role in

the development of our young
men. They are challenged to grow
in many human virtues while
hiking, camping, and canoeing
in beautiful surroundings. Manly
habits that are honed in a rugged
setting might include: friendship,
teamwork, a spirit of service,
overcoming personal limitations,
camaraderie, perseverance,
surviving annoyances gladly,
endurance, and affability. This
photo, taken by Jim Stenson, was
used in early program brochures.

Tenley Study Center is a 501(c) (3) corporation. Tax-deductable donations made through the Combined Federal Campaign, number 37306.
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