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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Dear Friends of Tenley,

THANK YOU! This is the only way I could begin this letter. 

Thank you, because Tenley’s 50th anniversary celebration was such a great success. 
And, of course, this success was due to the generosity of so many of you who made 
it possible with your financial and moral support.

As you will read in Ricky Ybarra’s article following this letter, the 50th anniversary 
celebration was an unforgettable opportunity to see old friends, alumni, and 
families who had come from all over to join that joyous occasion. It was also 
a wonderful opportunity to show our gratitude to those who had laid the 
foundations of what Tenley is today: Fr. Malcolm Kennedy, Dwight Duncan, 
Alvaro de Vicente, Fr. John Grieco, and, with a heartfelt remembrance, Jack Luther, 
who past away just a few weeks after the 50th anniversary celebration. Jack’s 
contagious laughter and magnanimous soul are at the heart of what Tenley tries to 
inspire in the many young men who come to our activities. Thank you, Jack.

The second article in this Fall issue of the Newsletter is brought to us by John Kish, 
who is a senior at Good Counsel High School in Olney, Maryland. The article 
describes the Philosophy and Ethics Seminar that took place this past summer 
at the Warwick House in Pittsburgh. I am certain you will enjoy reading about 
this amazing opportunity that a group of intellectually curious teenagers spent 
discussing great philosophical works of the Western tradition.

The High School Seminars are in full swing with more than 100 boys participating. 
I also would like to single out Club Garrison, the activity for Middle School 
students. This year, coordinated by Lucas Lopes and Ricky Ybarra, the Club has 
reached the highest number of participants. It bodes well for the future. Many of 
these students, will later be part of our High School seminars. 

I would like to close this letter by letting you know 
that we will be renovating Tenley’s chapel this 
coming summer. Our goal is to make the chapel an 
even more inviting place to pray for the many young 
men who come to the center every week. In the 
coming months you will hear more about our plans, 
fundraising opportunities, etc.

Once again, thank you for your continued financial 
support of Tenley Study Center. 

Sincerely,

Joe Cardenas, Director  
T E N L E Y  S T U DY  C E N T E R

Tenley Study Center 

is dedicated to the 

academic and character 

development of men 

of all ages. Its activities 

encourage them to see 

their studies, work and 

family responsibilities 

from the perspective 

of character growth 

and service to others. 

The spiritual dimension 

of Tenley’s activities is 

entrusted to Opus Dei,  

a personal prelature  

of the Catholic Church.
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Celebrating the 
Tenley Study Center’s 
50th Anniversary B Y  R I C H A R D  Y B A R R A  

T H E  H E I G H T S  S C H O O L

FIFTY YEARS AGO, in 1967, youth development 
programs held at different locations in the Washington 
DC area were consolidated at the new Tenley Study Center 

which was then called The Heights.  Since that time, thousands 
of young men have come through Tenley, benefitting from its 
many educational programs.  Recalling the work done in the 
past 50 years, the current staff of Tenley decided to celebrate this 
big anniversary.  Much went into preparation for this massive 
event.  First, hundreds of invitations were sent out to current 
families and alumni of Tenley.  Second, since three to four 
hundred people were expected, this required intensive planning.  
Third, there was much to do during the weeks prior to the event.  
All hands were needed on deck!  

The day before the event, fifteen high school students came to 
Tenley on a Saturday to help set up for the party and to give 
back for all the formation they have received.  Their help was 
much appreciated! 

Then came the day of the event, September 3rd!  The schedule 
included a Mass of Thanksgiving, a catered brunch, and invited 
speakers.  Holy Mass was celebrated outside, under a huge 
white tent with overflow seating on the lawn and driveway 
to accommodate the 350 people attending.  There were five 
concelebrants for Mass: Fr. John Grieco, Fr. Javier Bujalance, 
Fr. Diego Daza, Fr. Gregory Thompson, and Fr. Malcolm 
Kennedy who gave the homily.  In his homily, Father Malcolm 
remembered the first ever Mass said at Tenley, which he 
celebrated on Christmas day, 1966.  How fitting it was for him 
to return to Tenley fifty years later to celebrate Mass again for 
this anniversary.

After Mass, we started brunch.  Despite the large number 
of people attending the event, the feeling was not that of 

being over crowded.  The library and living room were cleared 
out and tables and chairs were placed there for people to eat 
and socialize.  People also ate in Tenley’s backyard.

Friends of Tenley, to include families who send their boys to 
Tenley, families of Tenley alumni, students who came to Tenley 
in the early years and current students came to celebrate  The 
people enjoyed seeing the posters that were put up all around 
Tenley.  The posters were large black and white and color 
pictures of many people who helped Tenley over the years and 
of many students who came to Tenley’s programs.

The celebration ended with three speakers reminiscing about 
their years at Tenley.  First, Fr. Malcolm spoke.  He traveled 
from New York City where he currently lives.  Then, Dwight 
Duncan, from Boston, Massachusetts, told stories of his 
days at Tenley when he was a high school student.  Alvaro 
de Vicente spoke about his time as director of Tenley Study 
Center and the invaluable contribution made by Scotty Wright 
to Tenley for all the years he spent raising money for the 
Center.  Finally, Fr. John Grieco took the stage.  He recalled 
his memories of Tenley when he was director before being 
ordained a priest in Rome.  To him, Tenley was all about 
family and the people he lived alongside. 

The 50th Anniversary was a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate Tenley’s past, present, 
and future.  Looking forward, the next 
anniversary won’t be celebrated for another 
25 or 50 years.  In the meantime, Tenley will 
continue to form the boys that come to its 
programs.  This year, some 120 students are 
attending the high school seminars or  
Club Garrison.

Thanks to all  
of you who  
have helped 
Tenley Study 
Center carry out 
its mission for  
all these years.
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“Well, in 1940s Germany, there was a 
man named Adolf Hitler…”  Groans and 
laughter are heard throughout the room 
as the Nazi regime is mentioned for the 
seventh time this evening.  What is all 
this about?  It’s a debate on relativism.  
Two gladiators of rhetoric circle back 
and forth, going from one argument to 
the next, each unable to pin down the 
other in a great battle of wits.  Looks 
are exchanged around the room as 
the debate gets hotter and hotter, with 
each sentence bringing the clock one 
second closer to zero.  Finally, blood 
is drawn as the defender of objective 
morality catches his foe on a simple 
contradiction.  “When you say that truth 
doesn’t exist, are you claiming that to be 
true?”  Whoops and hollers resound as 
Professor Gallagher raises his hand to 
signal that the battle is won!  

That debate was just one part of a week-
long seminar on Philosophy and Ethics 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  This year, 
I was fortunate enough to join fifteen 
other young men at Warwick House in 
studying Nichomachean Ethics, one of 
the greatest works of Aristotle.  Most 
boys my age would scoff at the idea of 
studying an old book for a week, but 
most boys my age are fools. 

In daily Socratic-style seminars with 
the brilliant Professor David Gallagher, 

we explored the eternal ideas of virtue, 
friendship, and the good life.  It’s not a 
stretch to say that no person attending 
that seminar left without being 
changed for the better.  In a world 
where we hear so little of virtuous 
lifestyles and so much of hedonistic 
ones, the importance of studying the 
high ideals of our Western tradition 
cannot be overstated.  

But studying wasn’t the only activity.  
Every day, the members of the seminar 
would stroll down to Carnegie Mellon 
U’s track and field, where we played 
sports ranging from football to ultimate 
Frisbee, even playing shirtless soccer in 
the rain.  Every day was a fun activity to 
blow off steam and score some points.  
When the sports were done, we came 
back to Warwick for a cold shower and 
an hour spent together in the common 
room for talks, jokes, and even carols.  

Soon, it was time for dinner. I never 
ate a meal so fine as the ones served 
at Warwick, and there was never an 
empty stomach once the food was 
finished.  After dinner there was 
individual study, and finally the night 
ended with prayer and reflection in 
Warwick’s gothic style chapel.  With 
the sun long set, we went from the 
chapel to our beds, and slept soundly. 

It’s easy to mistake this program as a 
boring seminar, but such a view has no 
grounds in reality. The Philosophy and 
Ethics Seminar was unlike anything 
I had ever been a part of, and I wish I 
could do it again.  Any boy to join it, to 
borrow a Heights slogan, would walk 
out the next week “A Man Fully Alive.”

Philosophy and 
Ethics in Pittsburgh: 
A Week to Remember

B Y  J O H N  K I S H  
G O O D  C O U N S E L 
H I G H  S C H O O L  2 0 1 8
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excursions have always played 

a vital role in the development 

of our young men.  Here, 

Father Malcolm Kennedy leads 

a group of “Program Advance” 

participants on an 11-mile canoe 

trip down the challenging and 

beautiful Cacapon River in West 

Virginia.  He also enjoyed taking 

kids on excursions to ski areas 

in New England and camping at 

Assateague Island, Virginia.

Father Malcolm said the first 

Mass at the Tenley Study Center 

in December 1966, and returned 

in September for our 50th 

anniversary celebration Mass.

FROM THE DESK OF PHIL WEHLE
My dear friends,

IN HIS DIRECTOR’S NOTE , Joe mentions the renovation of Tenley’s chapel 
which is now underway.  Generous donors have contributed over $120,000 to this 
project to date.  Our goal is to raise another $80,000 over the next six months to 

complete the renovation.  If you have not already done so, I hope that you will consider 
joining us in making a special donation to the chapel fund.  Working together, we 
will surely meet our goal in transforming the chapel and leaving an unforgettable and 
enduring legacy for generations to come.  Any funds raised above and beyond our 
stated goal will go into an oratory account to maintain and replace vestments, altar 
cloths and other items used in the sacred liturgy.  Donations can be made through our 
website at www.tenley.org or by check and indicate that your contribution is for the 
oratory. Please contact me at pwehle@tenley.org or by phone at 202.362.2419 for special 
giving opportunities in support of the chapel’s improvements.  Tenley’s address is 4300 
Garrison Street, NW, Washington, DC  20016.

Your contributions to the Tenley Study Center, a 501 (C) (3) corporation, are tax 
deductible.  If you wish to donate through the Combined Federal Campaign, the 
number is 37306.  Our United Way number is 8870 and the Center’s federal tax 
identification number is 52-1545933.  

My very best to you and your families,

Phil Wehle 
Director, Tenley Association
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